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• Standardisation for planning, management and monitoring 
purposes 
 

• Facilitate the identification of gaps and formulating of 
strategies for protected areas 
 

• Contribute to national biodiversity assessment 

The need for a Protected Area Master List 
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PA Master List: 

Challenges & Lessons Learned 
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Current Scenario 
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• Different understanding of what is a PA 
 

• Different figures quoted for PA coverage 
 

• Many legal instruments used to gazette PA 
 

• Many PA managing authorities 



Existing Lists in Malaysia 
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1932 1968 1974 1990 1996 1992 2004 2007  1993 

Wild Life Commission of Malaya – An 
evaluation of the protected areas of 
Peninsular Malaysia (T.R. Hubback) 

The Conservation of Wildlife 
in West Malaysia  
(W.E. Stevens) 

1st Blueprint for 
Conservation 

(MNS) 

2nd Blueprint for 
Conservation 

(MNS) 

Wildlife Plan for 
Peninsular 

Malaysia 
(DWNP) 

Malaysia National 
Conservation Strategy 

(EPU) 

Ecological 
Assessment of the 
coverage of PA 
(DWNP) 

Protected Area 
Master Plan 
(DWNP) 

Characteristic of 
PA in Malaysia 

(include a listing 
of terrestrial PA) 

(EPU) 

2006  

Master List of 
Sabah Protected 

Area (WWF-M) 



• Final phase of the Malaysian-Danish Environmental 
Cooperation Programme (2006-2009) 
 

• Biodiversity Component under the NRE  
 

• WWF was commissioned to produce the first official national 
master list of terrestrial and marine PA in Malaysia  

Current work 
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Review of existing literature providing lists of PAs in Malaysia. 
 
Circulation of datasheets for completion by PA management authorities. 
 
A specific search for the original State and Federal Gazette notifications for key areas 
 
A specific search for all state Gazette notifications under the National Forestry Act 
1984 (1984-May 2012) 
 
A general review of State Gazette notifications from 1984 to May 2012. 
 
Consultation with selected stakeholders on areas to be listed, assigning IUCN category, 
etc. 
 
Procurement of available gazette/certified plans (maps), followed by scanning, 
digitising, and GIS analysis. 

Methodologies 
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• The need for data 
 

• Challenges 
– Reaching consensus  

– Data availability  
– Data management 

 
 

Developing the Master List 
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• What is a Protected Area (in the national context)? 
 

• Which areas to include & exclude? 
 

• How do we deal with overlapping issues? 
 

• How do we assign the IUCN categories? 

Reaching Consensus 
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• Tracing the information 
 

• Inconsistency of data recorded  
– Boundary description, gazette plan 

– Size (of PA) not stated 
– Objective (of PA) not stated – need supporting documents 

 

• Examples of gazette notifications & plans used  

Data Availability 
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• Gazette notifications and gazette plans as the primary source  
 

• Changes in the PA status were not registered 
– Degazettement, downsizing, downgrading, extension, upgrading 

Data Management 
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Case study: Bukit Nenas Wildlife Reserve 

No 
Gazette 

notification 
Status Act 

Excised 

area (ha) 
Remaining Size (ha) 

1. GN   587-1906 Gazettement 

Land Enactment 
1918 

N/A 17.28 

2.  GN 1420-1915 Excision  0.13 17.15 

3. GN 2626-1932 Excision 1.12 16.03 

4. GN 8435-1933 Excision 0.02 16.00 

5. GN 3747-1934 Regazettement 
Wild Animals & 
Bird Protection 
Enactment 1925 

Unknown 

Area is defined by the previous 4 
notifications and exclusive of the 
government quarters compound & 
quarters of Forestry Dept at Ampang 
Road 

17 

PA Master List: 

Challenges & Lessons Learned 





• Need for a custodian of the Master List  

 Hosting, maintaining & updating of the protected areas 
 database; resolving outstanding issues etc. 

 

• Establish a registration system for recording new protected 
areas and changes to existing protected areas  

 Including adoption of a uniform data sheet, access to and 
 availability of  information, operational costs, and field 
 verification of protected areas) 

 

• Coordinated approach by all PA managing authorities  

 To ensure that any arising issue can be dealt with efficiently  

 

  

Lessons learned 
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